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“If it’s a nice day, drive your A”

Marshall and Sharon Hauck are out driving their 1929 Model A Fordor Town Sedan and
enjoying the fall colors.



Meeting Schedule
January Original Pancake House
February Mike & Linda Jzyk
March Jan & Mara Jackson
April Jan & Mara Jackson
May Mark & Teresa Forcum
June Tom & Robin Eldhardt
July Rick & Janet Budzeck
August Tom & Robin Eldhardt
September Tom & Robin Eldhardt
October Marshall & Sharon Hauck
November Jan & Mara Jackson
December Meadow Springs CC

Leadership
President: Tom Eldhardt 967-3081
Interim VP: Mara Jackson 420-4361
Secretary: Janet Budzeck 943-2522
Treasurer: Bruce Clark 378-9260
Historian: Tom Eldhardt 967-3081
Sunshine: Bev McGillicuddy 627-1254
Editor: Jan Jackson 420-4361
Webmaster: Mark Forcum (503) 866-0747
Restorer: Robin Eldhardt 967-3081
Correspondence: Mara Jackson 420-4361

Calendar of Events
Veterans Day Parade November 5
MAFCA Awards Banquet December 5-8
Christmas Brunch December 10
Christmas Lights Tour December 10

Birthdays
Robin Eldhardt 3rd
Carole White 16th
Larry Campbell 20th
Anniversaries
None

Tom’s
Tales
I hope everyone is
well and getting
their cars out on
the road whenever
they can. Cold
weather is heading
our way and roads
may become more
challenging.
I encourage you to get in line during one of
our tours as a lead, middle or last car. We’ve
never really been lost, merely taking a more
scenic route.
Recent tours included the Sept. 4th Lowlander
Tour with the Northwest Speedster group
which ended in a great catered luncheon, the
Sept. 5th States Day Parade in Prosser, and
the five-day Spokane Hub tour, to name a few.
Having to troubleshoot a car problem and
then replacing the distributor and changing
out a couple of flat tires just adds to the
Model A experience.
Fellowship, working on club member’s cars,
and lots of tours are what keep a club vibrant
and growing. Until next time have a wonderful
Model A Day.

Tom Eldhardt



Speedster Endurance Run
September has been a really busy month to those who
wanted to participate, starting with the Speedster
Endurance Run on September 4th. DaJuan Recknagle
pretty much planned and ran the event. We arrived at her
house at 7:30 am and the speedster folks were having
their meeting. After the meeting we recognized a couple
of Model A friends, Ted & Jackie Alkier from Spokane
and Bob & Susan Mather from Boise. They all took off in
cloud of dust and us Lowland folks, who included Tom &
Robin Eldhardt, Tommy & Beth Eldhardt, Jan & Mara
Jackson and Herb Mettler from Waitsburg, took a more
casual route. Herb was driving his Model T which was
getting pretty close to boiling over by the time we got to
lunch.
We headed out Badger Canyon, climbed up Weber
Canyon passing a Speedster with a serious engine
problem and ambled out to Finley. We ended up back at
DeJuan’s house for a very nice catered lunch. It was a
great experience watching the Speedsters zip by and
looking at their engines and how they were set up.
The next day we attended the States Day Parade in
Prosser.
Submitted by Jan Jackson

Prosser States Day Parade
On September 5th four couples including Tom & Robin Eldhardt, Tommy, Beth & Christian
Eldhardt, Marshall & Sharon Hauck and Jan & Mara Jackson met at the Conoco in Benton City.
We took the freeway for about a mile and then drove the back way into Prosser. We were about
10 miles from Benton City when I noticed the Eldhardts weren’t following us. Tommy’s car was
backfiring so both Eldhardts pulled off and made some quick adjustments. In the meantime,
Jacksons and Haucks drove into Prosser and registered. We normally have 5-10 cars in this
parade and now we only had two. The Yakima club showed up with a few cars and everyone
wondered, ‘What happened to our members?’
The parade started without the Eldhardts, but as we were parading down main street I saw Tom
parting the crowd, moving their chairs out of the way and he and Tommy drove onto the parade
route right in back of us! They had adjusted the distributor, put in a new condenser, and rewired
the ignition before it started behaving in a normal, Model A way. When it was all over we met club
members Mary Fraser and Rick & Janet Budzeck at Bob’s in Richland and all had a great time.
Submitted by Jan Jackson

We started with two Model A’s on the left and ended
up with four Model A’s below.



Northwest Regional Meet
Eldhardts, Jacksons and Vandevords attended the 2022 Northwest Regional Meet in Spokane,
September 14th-18th. We arrived in the afternoon, registered and met our friends from the
Spokane chapter, Inland Empire A’s.
This was the first HUB Tour for the NWRG with 48 registrations. The first touring day we drove to
Reardan, WA to visit the Inland Northwest Rail Museum. The three couples and Vandevord’s
friends from Palouse country, Mel and Judy Colvin, toured together. It was fun touring the
museum, taking a ride on their 2-foot gauge train and eating lunch at a restaurant in Reardan.
The second touring day we drove up to Mt. Spokane. It was a bit foggy when we arrived, but was
pretty clear when we left. We ran into our friends from the Seattle, Walla Walla and Albany,
Oregon clubs at the top of the hill and managed to take a group picture with the Walla Walla
Sweet A’s and Enduring A’s. After Mt. Spokane we drove to our friend Steve Schmauch’s home
where he showed us his restoration project and some really rare and cool tools he’s acquired
over the years. On the way back to the hotel we hit the freeway and were driving about 55 MPH
when a pickup pulled up beside us and started waving his hands. Mara was able to decipher his
hand gestures as having a flat tire so we pulled off the freeway into a Rite Aid parking lot. We
were barely stopped when another guy in a pickup drove up and said, “Don’t move, I live right
around the corner and I’ll be right back.” He returned a short time later with a big car jack which
made it a lot easier to change the tire. We had just purchased the tubes and tires at the Portland
Swap Meet so we were surprised to have a problem so soon. We took it to Les Schwab and they
patched the hole in the tube (no nails or obvious punctures) for no charge.
The third day Eldhardts and Jacksons toured to Coeur d’Alene, walked around downtown looking
and shopping and, of course, eating. We managed to squeeze in a winery along the way, but we
mostly just had a blast rekindling acquaintances with our Model A friends from around the Pacific
Northwest. Saturday evening we all met at Ted & Jackie Alkier’s house (see the article about
Speedsters) and they projected a movie, O Brother Where Art Thou, on their garage door which
happened to be white.
Jackie Bonner, club president, and Laura Henke did a lot of the planning with help from their
entire club. Thursday afternoon we attended a NWRG meeting and are in the initial planning
stage for a NWRG meet in Victoria, BC next year. Stay tuned for more Model A fun.
Submitted by Jan Jackson





What’s Wrong with Bob?
Participating in club tours is fun when everything goes well with your car. Occasionally one of the
cars has a problem and it becomes a group effort to diagnose the problem, determine if the
problem can be readily fixed, and with appropriate materials on hand keep the tour on track.
Sometimes the problems are well beyond repairs being done by the roadside. With this in mind
we are going to have several articles about actual club tour problems and their fixes.
SYMPTOMS – The Horn was working intermittently. Sometimes it had a nice ahooga sound,
sometimes it had a weak sound or didn’t sound at all. Sometimes it sounded when you were
turning a corner.
THE PROBLEM – The wiring to the Horn first needs to be understood to determine why it does or
doesn’t sound. One wire at the Horn is connected to the Battery Negative (-) terminal via the
Generator, Terminal Box, Amp meter and Starter post. The other wire at the Horn is connected to
the Lighting Switch assembly, the Horn button and then to ground when the button is depressed.
There is a wire inside of the Horn rod that runs the length of the steering column.
THE FIX – There are several things that could cause the Horn not to sound. Each item needs
checked/repaired to return the Horn to proper operation. Some of these items are: Loose wiring
connections at the Horn, the Horn cover screw is too tight, dirty contacts inside of the Lighting
Switch assembly, or a poor ground when the Horn button is pressed. Having a Horn that sounds
when the Steering Wheel is turned is a sure sign that the Horn Rod is bent and dragging, and
needs to be removed and straightened out.
Submitted by Tom Eldhardt

Mike & Linda Porter Lifetime Members
Tom Eldhardt, Larry & Sue Campbell, Dave
Hannah, John Trumbo and Bill White all drove
over to Porter’s home for the Lifetime
Membership Award. This award is given to
members who have given a significant amount
of time and energy to the Columbia Basin
Model A Club and who may have a difficult
time attending the monthly meetings.
Mike & Linda are the last remaining founders of
our club: Mike has been our President five
times. Linda has been the newsletter editor,
secretary and historian. They have led several
tours and were instrumental in planning and
executing the Northwest Regional Meet we
hosted in 2006. Mike was the Chairman of the
event and Linda was in charge of the Fashion
festivities.
Other Lifetime Membership Awards have been
given to John & Walteen Corson and Pete &
Grace Jackson.
Submitted by Tom Eldhardt



Knowing Your Model A True or False
Another month and another five True or False questions. How have you done on the past
Questions? Hopefully you think about the Questions and don’t just jump to the Answers.
QUESTIONS-
1. When the tires were changed from 21” to 19” rims the overall diameter of the tires was
maintained to save from having to change the number of teeth on the Speedometer Driven
gear located at the front end of the Drive Line.

2. To keep the Engine balanced a set of four pistons with the same weight were installed.
3. Throughout Engine production all Piston Connecting Rods weighed the same.
4. All Engine Pistons are to installed with the ARROW stamped on the top of a Piston facing the
same way, either towards the front or towards the back of the block.

5. Branch offices recommended Dealers to buy a set of KR Wilson tools for $72.
ANSWERS –
1. False – The Speedometer Driven gear for the 1928-29 vehicles with 21” tire rims has 18 teeth,
whereas the 1930-31 vehicles with 19” tire rims has 19 teeth.

2. True – Engine Pistons all weigh the same.
3. False – Originally Piston Connecting Rods weights varied and were therefore, installed in sets
of 4 balanced rods. Later, all rods were manufactured to the same weight.

4. False – The ARROW stamped on the top of a Piston was to be installed towards the Engine’s
front.

5. True – Branch offices recommended Dealers to buy a set of KR Wilson tools for $72.
Submitted by Tom Eldhardt

Fashion Feature
Fashions of the Model A Ford Era Fashion 101
This McCall pattern 5500 is a lady’s daytime dress with
a dropped waistline. It can have pleats in the front, or it
can be buttoned down the front. You can make it with
long-sleeves or short sleeves for spring weather. The
collar has three different styles.

Submitted by Robin Eldhardt



The purpose of the club shall be to serve as a medium of exchange of ideas, information and parts for
admirers of the Model A Ford, and to aid them in their efforts to restore and preserve the car in its
original likeness. Membership in the Model A Ford Club of America is a requirement to joining the
Columbia Basin Chapter. To join MAFCA, see the website at https://www.mafca.com and click on the
“Join MAFCA” tab. The US yearly membership rate is $50.00. Requirements for membership in the
chapter shall not insist upon the actual possession of a Model A Ford, merely an interest in the objectives
of the club and a desire to take an active part in club activities shall be the primary requirement for
membership. (Excerpt from Columbia Basin Model A Club Bylaws dated February 2015.)

MAFCA News
Message from MAFCA Chapter Coordinator Robert Bullard

It’s that time of the year again and you’ll see the notifications throughout
the Restorer Magazine: the MAFCA Board of Director elections will be in
full bloom when you read this article. This year we have six candidates running for election/
reelection to five open positions. The candidate list is strong so do your research and place your
votes judiciously. Choosing to run for the Board is not a decision taken lightly. These candidates
are committing considerable time and resources to guiding MAFCA through the next two years.
Give them your attention and respect.

Summer is finally coming to an end and cooler days are in the forecast. Before we know it, we’ll
be enjoying crisp days with cool morning temperatures. Perfect combinations for driving our A’s. I
see that many clubs are planning their annual picnic/ice cream socials. My home club hosted
ours this past week and it was a roaring success. We enjoyed a great Saturday afternoon of
fellowship, hamburgers, hot dogs, ice cream and air conditioning (we are still experiencing 100
degree temperatures).

Elaine and I are heading out on three-week tour. We’re trailering to South Dakota then driving our
Model A through North Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa and South Dakota with some friends
from Bryan, Tx. Elaine and I will be in the green Town Sedan. If you see us along the way, give us
a honk. We’ll be in the right lane going a little slow, but having a blast nonetheless.

MAFCA Service Award: There are certain members in Chapters, Special Interest Groups and
Regional Groups that go above and beyond the usual contributions to the success of the group.
The purpose of the MAFCA Service Award is to provide national recognition to those individuals
who have demonstrated a continuing and selfless service to others in the Model A hobby. The
Policy, Part II Section 5-I, can be reviewed By Clicking Here.

The primary criterion shall be the nominee is a MAFCA member with a long-term, continuing and
selfless service to others in the Model A hobby, by sharing of information and knowledge, a
willingness to volunteer and help perpetuate the enjoyment of Model A'ing for others.

Nominees must be current MAFCA members and the nomination form in the Policy must be
submitted in writing before October 15.

For more information, consult the full policy in the link above.

https://www.mafca.com/members_only/policies/P2S05-I_Service_Award.pdf


Meeting Minutes
September 8, 2022

The monthly meeting was held at Tom and Robin Eldhardt’s home. Those in attendance were
Linda Jzyk, Mara Jackson, Marshall and Sharon Hauck and Rick and Janet Budzeck. The
meeting was opened by Tom, the minutes were approved with a motion and Tom provided the
treasurer’s report.
Correspondence: Mara shared she sent in the registration for our club to drive in the Veterans
Day parade in West Richland and she showed those present the certificate designating Mike and
Linda Porter as Lifetime Members of our club. Tom will contact them to set up a time when it can
be delivered to them.
Sunshine: Tom stated Bruce and Shelley Clark both had COVID.
Tours: Tom reported the Spokane Hub tour begins on Wednesday, September 14th, and he then
provided information on tour activities. Mara shared what items were in the gift basket our club
approved donating for the raffle portion of the Spokane tour.
New Business: At the August meeting, Mary Fraser volunteered to contact the Richland Public
Library to find out if they have a meeting room our club might use each month. She followed
through on her task and informed Tom that they do have a room we can meet in at no cost. After
brief discussion, those present authorized Tom to contact the library and reserve the space
beginning in January.
Old Business: Tom shared highlights of the Finley tour led by Jan and Mara, the Speedster/
Lowlander tour and the Prosser States Day parade.

Announcements: Tom commented that International Model A Day is Saturday, September 17th.
He remarked the next meeting will be at the home of Marshall and Sharon on Thursday, October
13th, at 7:00 p.m. and congratulated those members celebrating birthdays (no anniversaries).
Special thanks were given to Robin for providing tonight’s refreshments.

Projects: Tom remarked he had purchased Gary and Joanne Bryan’s 1929 Roadster named
Clarabell. Because of a grounding issue in the headlights, he rewired the car. Members shared
stories about their difficulties getting replacement parts to fit their Model A cars.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned with a motion.
Respectfully submitted by Janet Budzeck
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