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“If it’s a nice day, drive your A”

Bev McGillicuddy and Mara Jackson are out for a spin around Meadow Springs Country Club in
Bev’s 1931 Model A Ford A-400.
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Calendar of Events1
Tri-Cities Swap Meet
Auto Parts Tour
MAFCA National Convention
Club Birthday
July 4th Potluck
States Day Parade
NWRG Hub Tour
Veterans Day Parade
Christmas Brunch

May 7
May 19
June 12-17
June 20
July 4
September 5
September 14-18
November 5
December 10

Birthdays
Tina Daily

12th

Anniversaries

Calvin & Vernita Coffey
Bob & Tina Daily
William & Emilia Sperry

2nd
10th
25th

Tom’s
Tales
Tour season looked
like it was starting
up in early April
until we got rain,
snow and sleet.
Working in a warm
garage did allow us
to get our Model A’s
tuned up and ready.
Some members
reported they are getting those needed repairs
done. Remember that for a club to be
successful we need to help the other
members in keeping their cars roadworthy.
An extra hand or two when working on a rear
end, removing a steering column or setting the
front tire toe-in can make the job 10 times
easier. Several members have owned their
cars for over 50 years. Some members have
done complete ground-up restorations. They
like to pass their knowledge along to others
and sometimes an old dog learns a new trick
from the new members.
I would like to thank Jan and Mara for hosting
the April club meeting at their home again.
Until next time have a wonderful Model A Day.

Tom Eldhardt

VP Vacancy
Our Columbia Basin Model A Club Vice
President has resigned because of health
problems. Mara Jackson has been appointed
interim VP, but we need a volunteer to fill this
position until the end of the year.
Vice President duties include leading meetings
when the President is unavailable and working
with club members to organize tours for the
year. Most of the 2022 tours are already
planned, so if you’re interested in volunteering
for this position please call club president, Tom
Eldhardt.
This position will be ratified at the May
meeting.

Tour the Palouse
Hal Vandevord organized a great two day tour of the Palouse on April 21st and 22nd. We met a
couple of new friends from Princeton and Garfield who were included in the tour. Mel & Judy
Colvin, from Princeton, were driving their 1929 Model A Pickup and Steven Bishop, from Garfield,
was driving his Model A 1930 Tudor. We hadn’t even started the tour before Steven crawled
under his car to check the differential oil level. We traveled about 45 minutes before, for some
unexplained reason, Hal’s radiator blew. Mara and I were directly behind Hal so we had a front
row seat of the steam and water pouring out. Hal knew another Model A guy only 4 miles away so
we loaded his 1929 pickup with water and he and Rebecca drove it to his friend’s house where it
stayed the rest of the day. A bit of history? Hal’s pickup has been in the club longer than anyone
else except, of course, the Porters. Rebecca Vandevord’s dad was Al Holman who was a charter
member of the Columbia Basin Model A Club. Hal inherited the pickup from Al.
We continued the tour through Deary, Troy and made it all the way to Elk River, Idaho without any
more problems. We had a great lunch in Elk River, which is a really nice little town, and then
retraced our route back through Deary and then headed a bit north through Stanford, Yale,
Harvard and Princeton. I felt smarter as the tour progressed! Steven’s Tudor pulled over with
some electrical ignition switch problem so Mara and I drove solo to Palouse where we met a
couple of my classmates from Pomeroy and Lacrosse. The rest of the crew caught up with us at
a really great antique store in Palouse and then we all headed back to Pullman.
On Day 2, we left Pullman, headed south and crawled down the old Lewiston Grade Road. It
wasn’t as bad as I had remembered when I was a kid and it was the only route from Lewiston to
Pullman. We lost about 2000’ of elevation in a very short time of switchbacks and 20 MPH signs
and then had a really pleasant drive down the Snake River to the bottom of the Wawawai Grade.
We climbed back into Colfax where we toured the Perkins House which was built in 1887. We had
lunch at Eddy’s Chinese Restaurant and then ambled back into Pullman. Rebecca and Hal served
us BBQ Friday evening and we all sat around their dining room table and talked about the past
couple of days.
The weather overall was pleasant. It rained a bit on Thursday, but Friday was sunny with blue
skies. The wheat fields and surrounding shrub steppe were verdant and bursting with colorful
native plants dominated by Carey’s Balsamroot. Many of the native trees were in bloom and it
was really stunning scenery. Thank you Hal and Rebecca for hosting Eldhardts, Clarks and us for
a couple of glorious days in our Model A’s.
Submitted by Jan Jackson
More photos on Page 4

What’s Wrong with Bob?
Participating in Club tours is fun when everything goes well with your car. Occasionally one of the
cars has a problem and it becomes a group effort to diagnose the problem, determine if the
problem can be readily fixed, and with appropriate materials on hand keep the tour on track.
Sometimes the problems are well beyond repairs being done by the roadside. With this in mind
we are going to have several articles about actual Club Tour problems and their fixes.
SYMPTOMS – While taking the grandkids out for a tour in the countryside the engine suddenly
began to misfire, the car slowed down, the engine died, and it wouldn’t restart. A roadside field
check found NO spark when the points were opened and closed. A fellow member was called
and a car trailer was used to get the car back home.
THE PROBLEM – The old, original condenser had shorted out grounding the ignition system.
THE FIX – A new SHORT PROOF type condenser was installed. The engine was started and ran
fine.
Submitted by Tom Eldhardt
More photos from ‘Tour the Palouse’

Photo top left shows Bruce and Hal giving advice to
Steven with a bottle of 600W oil nearby.
Top right is coming down the old Lewiston Grade
Road.
Bottom photo shows almost all of the Model A’s on
tour in Elk River, Idaho.

U–Pull–It Auto Parts Tour
Mark & Teresa Forcum are hosting our club for the May tour and meeting. We’ll start on Thursday,
May 19th at the end of Edison Street in Kennewick which is a parking lot in Columbia Park. Be
there before 10:00 am and we’ll tour down Columbia Park Drive, into Kennewick, pop over the
Cable Bridge and reach our destination at Forcum’s business, You–Pull–It Auto Parts in Pasco.
When we get to You–Pull–It, Mark will give us a tour of his state of the art auto wrecking facility,
which will include the ever popular car crushing
machine. I asked Mark if I could jump into the cab and
push the crush button but he was going to check with
his insurance guy…pretty sure that’s a no.
After the You–Pull–It demo demonstration, we’ll tour
out to Forcum’s really nice house in Badger Canyon
where Teresa will be serving lunch. A great tour and a
meal! You won’t want to miss this opportunity to see a
modern auto wrecking yard.
Submitted by Jan Jackson

Happy Mother’s Day
HELP US CELEBRATE MODEL A YOUTH MONTH
Since the 1950s and 60s, the Model A hobby hasn’t been exactly overwhelmed with young folks.
Well, sir, the Model A Youth Restoration Award program is trying to correct that. We are looking to
expose as many kids to the Model A Ford as possible, around the country and abroad. We feel
that the Model A experience can still appeal to today’s youth IF they are exposed to it. With the
support of both national organizations – MARC and MAFCA – we are declaring May 2022 as the
inaugural Model A Youth month and we ask ALL clubs to do an event that focuses on children
and teens, but encourage mom and dad to attend, too.
This needs to be a sensory experience to appeal to them – the kids need to hear, smell, see and
touch the cars. The automobiles need to be in context historically – in many cases as cars their
great or great-great grandparents may have driven in an era when a new car cost as little as
under $400 (but 64% of the population made under $5,000 per year!) And the vehicles should be
presented as functioning cars and trucks, not museum pieces.
So, let’s get our cars out to where the kids are: to the schools, youth groups (Boy and Girl Scouts,
Police Athletic Leagues, 4-H, FFA, Boys and Girls Clubs, and church or temple associated youth
groups.) Tie in your local Ford dealership or a business celebrating nearly a century in business.
Don’t be shy about local car shows or Cars and Coffee. Check with your local community
museum and set up a “show and tell” with them.
Please check our website: https://www.modelarestorationaward.org/ for more ideas and
resources for Model A Youth month.
DO SOMETHING – THINK YOUTH and share with them their month, M A Y.

Knowing Your Model A True or False

Another month and another five True or False questions. How have you done on the past
Questions? Hopefully you think about the Questions and don’t just jump to the Answers.
QUESTIONS1. A two-piece Muffler Clamp is used to connect the Muffler inlet pipe to the Exhaust Manifold
and to support the weight of the front end of the Muffler.
2. The Oil Pump is driven/rotated by the Distributor Drive gear off of the Camshaft’s rotation.
3. The Oil Pump housing is bolted to the bottom of the Engine Block to hold it in place.
4. The Model A used a one-piece front and rear Radius Rod/Wishbone type assembly to hold the
axles perpendicular to the frame/chassis.
5. The front Radius Rod/Wishbone ball is attached to the bottom of the Flywheel between two
ball caps.

ANSWERS –

1. True – The Muffler Clamp has two purposes.
2. True – The Camshaft has horizontal gear teeth that mesh with vertical gear teeth on the Oil
Pump/Distributor drive gear.
3. False – The Oil Pump housing is help up by a spring pressing against the Oil Pan and is kept
from rotating by an indexing pin which is placed into a hole in the Engine block.
4. False – The front Radius Rod/Wishbone was a single welded together unit whereas the rear
Radius Rods are two separate rods.
5. True – The ball is firmly held in place by the ball caps which allow the ball to rotate and twist as
the front end goes over bumps and drops into potholes on the road.
Submitted by Tom Eldhardt

Fashion Feature
Fashions of the Model A Ford Era
Fashion 101
Your sewing skills may be challenged when you
jump into making this style dress.
This bow belt design has fancy tassels attached
in contrasting and in complimentary colors. It is
the seamstress’ prerogative to include a collar.
Submitted by Robin Eldhardt

Anniversary Books
Three CBMAC 50th anniversary books are still
available to interested club members. The cost
of each is $8.00 and are available from Jan and
Mara. The books will be delivered at the May
19th club meeting.

MAFCA News

Message from MAFCA President: Welcome to the best time of

the year. The last of the snow has fallen and the wildflowers are
beginning to emerge. It has been wonderful to finally be able to get my
Coupe out for daily drives. I have been fortunate to attend several
events this year. The Central California Regional Jamboree, hosted by the Paso Robles As had
over three hundred in attendance. The Orange County A’s held their 59th annual pancake
breakfast with record attendance. I am looking forward to attending many Chapter Meetings and
a swap meet or two. I know you will be spending time with your A at different activities too. I
hope that you will keep a membership application for your local chapter and the national club in
your car. When people want to visit about your car, I hope you will tell them about the many
benefits of our wonderful club.
I would like to remind you that we have proclaimed May as Model A youth month. We have joined
forces with the Model A Youth Restoration Award and the Model A Youth Scholarship
organization. Check out our website, www.mafca.com for more information on these fine
organizations. I would like to ask each chapter and group to actively promote the hobby with our
young people. Our chapter is hosting a BBQ at a members ranch where we will have a variety of
Model A’s on display. We have invited everyone to bring their children and grandchildren. There
will be opportunities to check out the cars and honk the horns. Those with drivers licenses will
take the wheel and develop their driving skills. If we provide memorable experiences these young
people will develop a love for the Model A just like we enjoy. Remember we have the A World
Magazine available for the children. You can subscribe by sending your email address to
Aworld@mafca.com. This is a wonderful electronic publication written by our editor, Sherry
Winkinhofer. I hope you can do your part to share your car with grandchildren and neighbors.
I am getting excited for the fun time that we will have as we attend our National Convention in
Kerrville, Texas. It is not too late to send in your registration for this fun filled week in the Texas
Hill Country. You can find the registration form on our website www.mafca.com. See you there.
Happy Motoring, Jay McCord

Message from MAFCA Chapter Coordinator: After reading the April newsletters from

everyone, I notice that just about everyone is getting more active. As the weather continues to
improve, I’m seeing more and more chapters host maintenance and safety check days as
members check to make sure their A’s are road worthy and safe. Elaine and I already have over
3,000 miles under our belts through March. We recently completed a tour through East Texas,
Oklahoma, Kansas, and West Texas. Fourteen days and slightly more than 2,000 miles without
any incident. We also got to spend time with friends from the Tulsa Model A club and the Sooner
Model A club at the beginning of the trip plus the Greater Houston A’s, Piney Wood A’s, San
Antonio A’s and Victoria A’s at the end of the trip. What a group of nice people and thanks for

The purpose of the club shall be to serve as a medium of exchange of ideas, information and parts for
admirers of the Model A Ford, and to aid them in their efforts to restore and preserve the car in its original
likeness. Membership in the Model A Ford Club of America is a requirement to joining the Columbia
Basin Chapter. To join MAFCA, see the website at https://www.mafca.com and click on the “Join
MAFCA” tab. The US yearly membership rate is $50.00. Requirements for membership in the chapter
shall not insist upon the actual possession of a Model A Ford, merely an interest in the objectives of the
club and a desire to take an active part in club activities shall be the primary requirement for
membership. (Excerpt from Columbia Basin Model A Club Bylaws dated February 2015.)

making our tour a memorable outing. To me this speaks volumes about the durability and
serviceability of the Model A. What a great car. (I would also like to thank everyone behind the
scenes that helps me keep “Eleanor” on the road!)
I know I keep talking about this, but time is running out to register for the 2022 MAFCA National
Convention in Kerrville. We are fast approaching the May 1 deadline for the $15 early bird
registration discount, and you don’t want to miss that. It’s gonna be a Texas Sized party that you
don’t want to miss! I’ll see you there.
While we are on this subject, don’t forget the “The New Model A Days” at the Gilmore Care
Museum this September. Things are a changin’ and this will be a two-day event versus one day.
The host hotel has changed as well. While you are at it, you should go ahead and commit, sign
up and get ready to attend the National Award Banquet in December in Golden, CO. I’m looking
forward to a fun time in Colorado in early December.
That’s all for this month. Stay safe and “keep it between the lines”. Robert Bullard

Welcome New Members
Please welcome new members Archie and Teresa Coleman to the club. They own a 1931
Roadster that was previously owned by Teresa’s father. The Colemans live in West Richland.

Meeting Minutes
April 14, 2022
The monthly meeting was held at Jan and Mara Jackson’s home and was attended by Tom and
Robin Eldhardt, Marshall and Sharon Hauck, Rick and Janet Budzeck, Bruce and Shelley Clark,
Linda Jzyk and Mark Forcum. The business portion of the meeting was opened by Tom. He
indicated an addition to the anniversary list in the March minutes needed to be made. With that
correction, the minutes were approved with a motion and the treasurer’s report was provided by
Bruce.
Correspondence: Mara reported she received an e-mail from Mark Kendall with the Model A
Restorer’s Club wondering why he couldn’t access our club website. She explained to him that
we have a new website, which is cbmac1.com. Mara also received a letter from Reata Springs
Baptist Church informing our club that the church leaders are not comfortable having outside
groups meet there any time in the foreseeable future and a letter from Bob Moore with the Model
A Youth Restoration Award Program asking for a donation to support the youth.
Tours: Tom stated that Vernita Coffey had resigned as vice president due to health issues and
that Mara has offered to fill the vacancy only if there was no other club member who wanted to
volunteer. After discussing the issue, it was decided Mara will serve as the interim vice president
and a note will be put in the newsletter asking if anyone is interested in assuming this
responsibility. Mara passed around a sign-up sheet for members who might be interested in
leading a tour.
Old Business: Tom commented those going on the Pullman tour Hal Vandevord has been
planning will be leaving on Wednesday, April 20th. Mark shared the tour to his business ‘U Pull It’
is scheduled for Thursday, May 19th, and will start at 10:00 a.m. For those interested in
participating, meet at the parking lot in Columbia Park at the end of Edison. Lunch will be
provided after the tour at their home.
New Business: Discussion centered around where our club could hold future meetings. Mara
passed around a sign-up sheet for members to pick which month they would like to host a
meeting in their home. Jan reported on topics discussed at the Northwest Regional Group
meeting held during the recent Swap Meet in Portland, Oregon, and highlighted the Hub Tour in
Spokane, Washington set for September.
Announcements: Tom congratulated those celebrating birthdays and/or anniversaries and
thanked Jan and Mara for hosting this meeting. He reported the next meeting will be held on
Thursday, May 19th, at Mark and Teresa Forcum’s home after the tour and that Ye Olde Car Club’s
Swap Meet at the fairgrounds will be Saturday, May 7th.
Projects: Bruce commented he is in the process of installing a new steering gear and Tom
remarked he replaced the starter in his 1930 4-door. Rick shared that he had seat belts installed
in his Model A. He also commented that he gave his new neighbor a copy of the March
newsletter in case he would like to join the club since he has a 1930 4-door Model A currently
being stored in Buhl, Idaho.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned with a motion.
Respectfully submitted by Janet Budzeck

Columbia Basin Model A Club
707 S. 48th Ave.
West Richland, WA 99353

The Columbia Crier is a publication of the Columbia
Basin Model A Club. For questions or submittals to
the Columbia Crier contact Jan Jackson by email at:
janandmara@spectrum.net or by phone:
(509) 420-4361.

