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“If it’s a nice day, drive your A”

Mike and Linda Jzyk are at the Country Mercantile in West Richland, Washington on a tour with
the Vancouver Model A Club. Their 1930 Model A Ford Roadster is ready to travel.
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Calendar of Events1
Finley & Lunch Tour
States Day Parade
NWRG Hub Tour
Ag Museum Tour
Veterans Day Parade
MAFCA Awards Banquet
Christmas Brunch

August 25
September 5
September 14-18
October TBA
November 5
December 5-8
December 10

Tom’s
Tales

One of our longtime club members,
Grace Jackson,
passed away
recently. Her
support and
furtherance of the
club will be greatly
missed.
It is getting HOT (104°F on June 27th), but we
can still get our cars on the road. Father’s Day
found eight members driving four Model A’s
and a 1932 Packard to visit the Callaway
Gardens Alzheimer’s Special Care Center in
Kennewick followed by a quick stop at the
weekly Wendy’s parking lot car show on Canal
Drive.
Budzecks hosted fifteen members and six
Model A’s at the annual 4th of July potluck
and club’s 52nd birthday party.
Fellowship, working on club member’s cars,
and lots of tours are what keep a club vibrant
and growing.
Until next time have a wonderful Model A
Day.

Tom Eldhardt

Birthdays
Jim Savidge
Linda Jzyk
Debbi Hannah

2nd
11th
15th

Anniversaries

Marshall & Sharon Hauck
Hal & Rebecca Vandevord
Dave & Debbi Hannah

6th
16th
29th

Watercolor by Jim Dunn

4th of July
The 4th of July celebration at Rick and
Janet Budzeck’s house is always a
favorite event. What could be better than
good food, scintillating conversations
about Model A’s, a cool breeze and
shade?
The event started with President Tom
Eldhardt conducting our monthly
meeting. After the meeting everyone
bolted to the kitchen (ok, bolted is
probably not the right adjective for this
group). Everyone ambled into the kitchen
and partook in a delicious potluck meal
highlighted by pulled pork that Rick was
able to secure. After lunch we all went back to our respective abodes and probably took naps.
Ahh, good food, peace, tranquility and a soft mattress.
Submitted by Jan Jackson

Four Bangers in Finley Tour
For our August tour we will be driving through Finley, stopping at the new Public Market at
Columbia River Warehouse located at the old Welch plant in downtown Kennewick. Then we’ll be
eating lunch at Ice Harbor Brewing Company.

When: Thursday, August 25th
Where: Meet at Hansen Park Mall at 9:00 am
Who: All Columbia Basin Model A Club members and guests
Why: Explore downtown Finley, Public Market at Columbia River Warehouse &
Ice Harbor Brewing Company
What: Bring plenty of water, tools, extra parts and a sense of adventure
RSVP to Mara at (509) 420-4361 or <janandmara@spectrum.net> by August 19th. We’ll need to
give Ice Harbor Brewing a head count.
Submitted by Mara Jackson

What’s Wrong with Bob?
Participating in club tours is fun when everything goes well with your car. Occasionally one of the
cars has a problem and it becomes a group effort to diagnose the problem, determine if the
problem can be readily fixed, and with appropriate materials on hand keep the tour on track.
Sometimes the problems are well beyond repairs being done by the roadside. With this in mind
we are going to have several articles about actual club tour problems and their fixes.
SYMPTOMS – During a rainy day on the 140 mile Pullman, WA tour through the mountains to Elk
River, Idaho, the car began to lose power when climbing hills. The car had to be shifted down
when climbing hills and the engine made a thumping sound. It seemed to run pretty good on the
flats and down hills and the radiator was not blowing out any water.
THE PROBLEM – At home a compression check of cylinders 1 – 4 found: 90#, 85#, 0#, 0#.
Therefore, a blown head gasket between cylinders #3 and #4, but not into the water jacket area.
THE FIX – Removing/pulling the head found that indeed the head gasket was missing a piece
between cylinders #3 and #4. a new head gasket was installed. With the engine partially
disassembled it was decided to check the gap of the adjustable tappets in this engine. Some
tappets required slight adjustments and the car is back on the road.
Submitted by Tom Eldhardt

House Calls
Tom Eldhardt and I have been making house calls to members in need of Model A assistance for
several years. So far this month we traveled to Marshall and Sharon Hauck’s house and assisted
Marshall in diagnosing his starter problem. It turns out that Marshall had pretty much ascertained
the problem by the time we got there and all I did was hold a flashlight while Tom screwed in the
four bolts holding the starter switch to the starter. The problem? Too much gunk around the starter
switch rod caused it to stick and not release when Marshall disengaged the starter. Marshall
cleaned the starter switch and now it works fine. That one was really easy compared to…..
Archie and Teresa Coleman joined the club a few months ago and I went over to see their car,
which used to belong to Teresa’s dad. The 1931 Model A Ford Roadster was completely restored
in California several years ago, but was subsequently left out in the weather in Kahlotus for a
couple of years. Her father passed away and Archie and Teresa have been storing it in their
garage in West Richland.
When I got to their place the engine wouldn’t turn over. I took out the spark plugs, squirted some
WD-40 down the cylinder walls and took another crack at the hand crank. After a bit of constant
pressure the engine released and turned over. I timed the engine and tried to start the car to no
avail. Two years sitting out in the weather had done quite a bit of damage to the body and top
and rust was pretty much everywhere. I left them a list of things to purchase that would be
needed on the next visit.
I called Tom and we arrived on July 16th and continued to ascertain the problem of the car not
firing. I took the Model B carburetor home, replaced all of the jets…still not firing. Tom diagnosed
the electrical and, with spark, still no explosion in the combustion chamber.
I took Tom home in my Sport Coupe, stopped for gas, hit the starter and heard a loud pop. Tom
and I tried to push start the car, but the engine was frozen. We trailered it home, I took out the
starter and found a broken Bendix spring. I’ve got one on order and, in the mean time, Tom and I
will continue working out the problems with Coleman’s Roadster. I think my starter caught Covid
from Marshall’s starter, but Tom doesn’t think so. To be continued.
Submitted by Jan Jackson

Knowing Your Model A True or False

Another month and another five True or False questions. How have you done on the past
Questions? Hopefully you think about the Questions and don’t just jump to the Answers.
QUESTIONS1. CASTER: The front Radius Rod setup establishes the caster (vertical) alignment for the tires,
i.e., top of tires ahead of the front axle.
2. CAMBER: The front Axle is factory designed such that top of the tires are slightly out as
viewed from the front of the vehicle.
3. TOE-IN: The front of the tires are closer together than the back side of the tires by 1/16”
+/-1/32”. This reduces oversteer, helps steady the car and enhances higher speed stability.
4. A different Speedometer Driving gear (number of splines on the gear) was needed for each of
the four available Pinion/Ring gear ratios, i.e., 3.54:1, 3.70:1, 3.78:1 and 4.11:1.
5. Battery Covers originally had a finger hole in them to make it easier to remove the cover.
ANSWERS –
1. True – The Caster is established by the front Radius Rod alignment.
2. True – The Camber is is pre-set by the way the axle was made at the factory.
3. True –The front tires are to be adjusted for a slight Toe-In to reduce oversteer, help steady the
car and enhance higher speed stability.
4. False – The Speedometer Driving gear is mounted on the Drive Shaft and it rotates an 18, 19
or 21 tooth Driven gear in the Speedometer reduction gear housing, which spins the
Speedometer cable and ultimately the Speedometer internal gears.
5. True – Battery Covers originally had a finger hole in them to make it easier to remove the
cover.
Submitted by Tom Eldhardt

Fashion Feature
Fashions of the Model A Ford Era Fashion
101
Do you look good in dresses with collars, bows,
short sleeves and button fronts? How about some
long sleeves or accented collars and cuffs? These
styles of dresses are found in McCall Printed
Pattern #5601. The seamstress gets to pick her
favorite colors and what the finished product looks
like. The V-neck and hip band design make a
flattering dress for all figures.
Submitted by Robin Eldhardt

MAFCA News
Message from MAFCA President Jay McCord
It is nice to be home from our National Convention in Kerrville, Texas.
There were many highlights of the event built around the very wellorganized program that kept us busy from early morning to the late
evening. Our Best of Show in Car Judging went to Doug Clayton with his Victoria earning 497
Points. Our Era Fashion activities were fantastic with the emphasis focused on Fun. It is an honor
for me to announce that MAFCA’s Highest Award, Life Membership, was presented to our former
president, Doug Linden. It was great to see the more than 200 Model A’s that arrived from 31
states and to be able to visit with so many of our members. It is hard to beat Texas BBQ and we
had plenty of it. A Big Texas Thank You to the Alamo A’s and other clubs that were our hosts.
With pleasure I would like to tell you about the latest items available in the MAFCA Store. Les
Andrews and his team have produced the finest, first full color edition of “How to Restore Your
Model A” Volume 10. This terrific reference book is a compilation of technical articles from our
Restorer Magazine. It is a must have for your library and will fit nicely next to the other 9 Volumes.
We are also offering a new high-quality Navy-Blue Ball Cap that is now available.
On July 4th we will be celebrating the birth of our nation by attending parades and other fun
activities. I would like to ask you to keep our country in your thoughts and prayers. Enjoy your
club and have some fun with your Model A’s. It is a time when we all can do something to help
our fellow members. Whether it means visiting a club member who has not come back to club
meetings or helping to get a member's Model A’s running. Sometimes just a phone call can make
a significant difference in someone’s life. I recently heard a message in a talk that struck a chord
with me. “Let us learn from the past, prepare for the future, what we do now is the only time we
have to make a difference." I hope this inspires you to do something great for someone right now.
I hope to see you on the road soon.
As always, I am happy to help you. Please feel free to send me an email at president
@mafca.com.
MAFFI NEWS from Mike DuBreuil
There were some statements made at the Morgantown, PA MARC National Meet that because
Model A Days had been made a 2-day event there was some additional interest in attending.
Here is something for people who think along those lines. If you would be interested in a 3-day
event start your visit to the Gilmore at Hickory Corners, MI on Thursday, September 15th. This is
the day before Model A Days starts. The Durant Motors Automobile Clubs Central Region will
have a group tour to the Gilmore campus on this day. Their group of 30-40 people will bring 15-20
Supported Cars (Durant, Star, Rugby, Flint, Frontenac, De Vaux, Dort and Durant era Locomobiles
and Continentals) onto the campus. Their visit will last about 4-5 hours (10 or 11 am to 3 pm).
For information on Model A Days visit www.maffi.com and click “Model A Days”.

The purpose of the club shall be to serve as a medium of exchange of ideas, information and parts for
admirers of the Model A Ford, and to aid them in their efforts to restore and preserve the car in its
original likeness. Membership in the Model A Ford Club of America is a requirement to joining the
Columbia Basin Chapter. To join MAFCA, see the website at https://www.mafca.com and click on the
“Join MAFCA” tab. The US yearly membership rate is $50.00. Requirements for membership in the
chapter shall not insist upon the actual possession of a Model A Ford, merely an interest in the objectives
of the club and a desire to take an active part in club activities shall be the primary requirement for
membership. (Excerpt from Columbia Basin Model A Club Bylaws dated February 2015.)

Meeting Minutes
July 4, 2022
The monthly meeting was held at Rick and Janet Budzeck’s home to celebrate Independence
Day. It was attended by Mike & Linda Jzyk, Bruce & Shelley Clark, Jan & Mara Jackson, Marshall
& Sharon Hauck, Tom & Robin Eldhardt, Alyce Budzeck and Larry & Sue Campbell. The business
portion of the meeting was opened by Tom, the minutes were approved with a motion and the
financial report was provided by Bruce.
Correspondence: Mara reported there was none.
Sunshine: Tom mentioned that Calvin and possibly Vernita had COVID.
Tours: Tom stated the club is still looking for a member to serve as vice president. Mara will
continue to serve in this capacity until such time as a member steps up. Bruce suggested a tour
to Union Gap where we could visit the ag building and have a picnic lunch at the park nearby. He
will do some checking for more details and present them at a future meeting. Marshall wondered
if club members would be interested in a tour to Sunriver, Oregon sometime next year. Tom
reminded those present of the Hub tour in Spokane.
Old Business: Tom shared that our club’s 52nd anniversary was on Monday, June 20th, and that
the next meeting will be at the Eldhardt home on Thursday, August 11th, at 7:00 p.m.
New Business: Jan commented that Mike and Linda Porter, founding members of our club, be
voted in as lifetime members; those present were in agreement. Since the final decision is made
by the club officers the outcome will be shared at the next meeting. Mara commented that former
member Grace Jackson’s memorial service will be on Saturday, July 9th, at 2:00 p.m. at West Side
Church. Rick and Janet shared their experiences at the MAFCA National Convention in Kerrville,
Texas. Mara circulated a clipboard for members to update their emergency contact information.
Announcements: Tom congratulated those celebrating birthdays and thanked Rick and Janet for
hostessing.
Projects: Bruce did some garage cleanup and Marshall commented he might have a broken
starter.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned with a motion.
Respectfully submitted by Janet Budzeck

